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Mark's Remarks

As Easter rapidly approaches (April 12™) our focus has been on
Jesusod | ife and teachi
that Jesus came to serve, not to be served. Jesus said,
whoever would be my disciple must deny themselves and follow
me. That means changing from our old ways (looking at our
needs) to new ways (serving the needs of others). For over two
years now we have focused transformation in our ministry.
Transformation means to change the shape of something: to
change the essence or nature of that thing. (Many churches
today are seeking transformation) Transformation is not a
destination it is a journey.

We are on a faith journey together. Our faith journey requires
direction, leadership, initiative and momentum. We have a new
start in several areas beginning with two exciting new ministries:
the AFeed My Peopled dinners
Community garden. But these are just two ways we are
reaching out to our community. There are other ways we are
reaching out: like presenting self-help programs (Financial Peace
University) to our community. In the future, there are many other
self-help programs we could offer.

Initiative means getting started. Get going in something new
with new energy. We used our defining vision (Seeking to grow
in faith, Sharing that faith with others, and Serving people in
need with Christian compassion). From the turnout during the
first 2 weeks we can see that God is using us in a new way. The
Feed My People Dinner exciting and should encourage us to ask
guestions like: how can we make it better? How can we reach
more people? And, how can we keep the momentum going?
We want to see the Momentum for our ministries grow i we want
the size and energy of our ministries to increase in such a way
that our transformational effectiveness will increase.

(continued on page 2)
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CHRIST IS ALIVE!

Weekly Schedule
Sundays
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:45a.m. Worship

Cc Wednesdays

6:00 p.m. Choir Practice

7:00p.m. Bible Study

7:30 p.m. Volleyball Practice
Thursdays

10:30 a.m. Bible Study

Noon 3S meets

5:30 p.m.  Community Dinner
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effectiveness just means we
want to be a church that

serves God to the very best of our ability.
We want to see people come to Christ, the
gospel proclaimed and new ministries come
about. A new Youth Focused Ministry is on
the horizon. All of this is undergirded by

prayer. Would you begin by fervently praying

for the success of our new ministries?
Would you consider being a part of these
new and exciting opportunities? Everyone
can do something to help.

May God bless our efforts to serve others!

The Chalice &
Presbytidings

A publication of The First
Christianr Presbyterian
Church

301 NE F'st.

Pryor, OK 74361
fcpopryor@sbcglobal.net
prypress@fullnet.net

Sponsor:

Church Growth &
Fellowship Committee
918-825-2396 or
9188251624
Contributing Editor:
Sherry Stephens
918825-2396
sherryfcpc@sbcglobal.net
Editor: Barbara Watley

The ChalicePresbytidings
is published monthly to
keep members and friends
informed of the church and
to report news about the
First Christian
Presbyteri an,
activities.

Deadline for Copy is
The 20" of each
month

Pastor Mark

Church Events

The National Day of
Prayer and a Global Day
of Prayer are scheduled
for May. Please keep
watching for more
information on these
events in the May
newsletter.

Also, the Mayes-Craig
Baptist Association and
the Locust Grove
Ministerial alliance is
asking the Ministerial
Alliances and the
churches in Mayes
County to partner with
them in planning a
Christian Pregnancy
Counseling Center. A
meeting will be held for

those interested in Locust Grove at the United
Methodist Church on Tuesday April 14™ at 9 AM.
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Novelist Anne Rice was baptized as a child. But as
she grew up, the church seemed out of touch to
her. O0The church coul dn
says now. So she ingered in atheism.

Although Rice tried to find peace in unbelief, she
was restless. When she married and had a
daughter, trouble hemmed her in. At age 5, the

girl died of leukemia.

Eventually, Rice was compelled to re -examine her
religious stance. She realized that as an atheist,
she would never see her daughter again. She
couldnoét Iive with that
returned to faith in God and the comfort of the
church.

Rice chronicles her religious journey in the
memoir Called Out of Darkness: A Spiritual
Confession. |Itds the st
0decision of the heart.

Office hours for Pastor Mark are:

Sunday, 9:00 a.ng. 3:00 p.m.

Monday,Tuesday, Thursday: 9:@0n.-2:00 p.m.

Wednesday Evening from@ p.m.¢ 8:00 p.m.
Pleasecallto confirm Mark is in the office.

The First Christian Presbyterian Churctof Pryor,
Oklahoma

301 NE T St.

Pryor OK 74361

Email fcpcpryor@sbcglobal.net
9188252396

9188251624 Fax

Pastor Mark Newman
918-812-5492 (cell)
918-341-5304(home)

Email fathermark46@hotmail.com
On the web at: www.fcpcpryor.org
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Mission Giving
Oppor tunities

Our Current Giving Opportunities
Purpose: Reaching out to the locabmmunity,
helping those in need.

e Pryor Ministry Centerg The PMC is always in
need of food donations, men, women and
childrens seasonal clothirand school supplies

e 2 Cents per Mealfor local mission projects and
worldwide.

e a{S¢ adzOK [20S¢ vdzf i

¢ Angel Food project at SE Baptist Church

e The Hugs Project

Mission Opportunities

With someof the funds | receive fahe Pastor's
Discretionary Fund | am planning on buying
children's shoes to be distributed through the Pryor
Ministry Center.| believe there is a need and | have
visited with Bob Ayers about it.

If you are in a place thas having a clearance sale on
children's shoes, and have an urge to deyibu

might want to buy and donate some to the ministry
center. Remember though, first things firsjust

know this is happeningWe have a lot going on, let's
take care of firsthings first but if you have a little to
share you might remember this ministry.

Everyone can do somethingrayer forall of our
ministries is a big helpThanks for all you do.
Pastor Mark.

ltems Needed for VBS

Below is a list of items neded for use during
Bible School. Some of these items we can return t
you, if you tag them with your nameThis is only a
partial listing.

Kayak or canoe paddie Life Vest
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Wiener Roasting sticks in a Y shape

Coat, sarf & hat

Assorted sizes of Christmas trees (for stagg
decorations)

Wrapping paper tubes

2 Clotheslines & ten foot rope

Tops of computer boxes,

Marbles and golf balls,

D

Plastic coffee can lids, multi colored yarn.
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VBS Planning
- Meeting

t N%e?o?e%rlljy uilding is raised, it needs a foundation.

A foundation is what gives everything a solid base. It
prevents walls from shifting and cracking under
stress. It keeps the roof over your head instead of
falling around your shoulders. Planning wou
foundation is what makes a successful VBS.

LiQa GAYS (2 LRdNJ GKS
meeting has been scheduled for after church on
Sunday, April 18. Anyone who can help during or
prior to the scheduled VBS date is welcomed to
attend. Please mark your calendars. | encourage
everyone to attend.

Thank you,
VBS ChailSuanne Hill.
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Summary of Giving for month ofebruary2009
Deposits Morning Ser.

First Sunday 3,077.17

Second Sunday 2,061.14

Third Sunday 2,378.98

*Fourth Sunday
*Fifth Sunday
TotalMarchGiving $7,517.29 as of March 15

2009 Rrepruagy@pgrating Income  $ 16,343.87

YTD Incomeas o0f01-31-09 $ 27,927.60
2009 Februarexpenses $ 18,375.51
YTD Expenseas 0f01-31-09 $ 29,231.06

*Not available at time of printing



PRAYER
CONCERNS

) Personal/Other: Teresa
Oughts & Sandusky, Hugh Carman,
Eddie Ebers, Loualton
Fayearl% Wil]h Trout, Tina Barrowsl.ea
""" Melton, Vicky Haley,
Barbara Handlen, Patsy Russell, Newborns, Oona
2 HansBrMand: Briam RadeUYR Wiy 2 ostitiJARe U A 2
B yngt&; &he famiies of Veneta Whitmey Dr. Pat
U 2 wifidm@and DidheBalfa@dior afl Yhosk Wb hdvd S R

Board
Report

Highlights from the
March Meeting of the
Boardare listed below.
Amended the February 8
minutes by adding to the
sound system motion the
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Approval of the minutes of February 8 meeting, as
mended was seconded and the motion passed.

Finance reported that the profit/loss section
showed a deficit because we paid seal insurance
premiums, but we are actually not in the red.

Discussed Community Garden plans.

Fellowship reported that we will have snhacks on
March 22% and a salad luncheon on April 5

Finance shared a report showing that we have ove
$7,600 in the sound system fund.
motion and a second to take money from the genera
savings fund to complete the $17,000 funding for the
sound system. Motion seconded and passed.

Thee was a motion to approve payment of a
$10,000 deposit on the sound system. The motior
passed.

Discussed health and liability concerns regarding th
community dinners. Lonnie will check into the
insurance and Rick will check on legal aspects.
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a month. And we need a serving schedule
Organization of @roperty plan is still under way as
we had 14 volunteers to work with and the youth
group needsyoung adult sponsors. 5 people
volunteered to help organize the youth program.

Mark still has tickets to sell for the Outdoor
banquet on March 28. The Banquet is sponsored by
the Ministerial Alliance.

Holy week lunches are coming up, all 5/sldave
been taken by other churches.

A memorial service was held in the sanctuary fol
Dr. Pat Williams on, Friday, MarcH.6

Meeting was adjourned and closed with prayer.

The next meeting will be held oApril 19", and
Committee night ischeduled for April 1%

There was a
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need team leaders to organize dinners one Thursday

lost friends and loved ones.

Groups that also need prayerMilitary Service Men

& Women, NEATS, OASIS, Pryor Ministry Center,
Thuwnderbird Academy Students, Our government and
Leaders, First Christigeresbyterian Church, FCPW
Women, FCPMa Sy Qa CSff 26aKA LD
Chronic lliness/Shutn: Dorris BuzasPat Bodine,
Ellen HarveyKathey McCutcherCorey BrownDavid
Johnson,Dale Sadler, Leona Rose Whitdesse &
Cynthia Hickman Kathy Mathis, Louis Epperlyene
McClain Bob & Diana Berkmeyer, Kim Kelley,
Mildred Baker, Warren Pryor, Laramie Wildermuth,
Mattie Rogers, Margaret Quiatto, Dorris Brown.
Tommy & Liz Beng&aleb Ross, Glenn & Mercedes
Winters, John & Ruth Mitchell, Jeanette and Kenneth
Smith, Sr., Chuck & Marguerite Morgan, Juanita
Nash, Dale DunavanEllen Harvey, Howell Bailey,
Kathy Mathis,and Todd Bethel.Please emember
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The Wider Church:

It is important for us to remember that we are a
connectional church. Give thanks for the work and
witnesses where our denominations live out their
missions to serve our Lord Jesus Christ.

NE Area Christian DOC Prayer list Aqgril:

Bethany Christian, Miam¢ Ron Eden; North East
Active TimersRichard Ziglar; Easter Offering for DMF;
First Christian, Morri§homas Schwartz; Morrison
Christian, MorrisorRoy Fleshman

Eastern Oklahoma Presbwytg Prayer list:

Presbyterian Church USA; Lay Leadership Academy;
First Presbyterian, Sapulpa; Committee Day,
Brookside Churches, Tulsa; Acts 16:5 Initiative
Participants; John Calvin Presbyterian, Tulsa; Choctaw
Agency; First Presbyterian, Pawhuska.

' Ranember to call the church office if a member

of your family becomes ill or enters the hospital.



Letters, Letters, Letters
Letters, We got Letters!

DeaMemberssoSew Much Love, ®
Thanks you so very much for the beautiful prayer
sistanlaw, Mary Belger.

The entire family expressed their gratitude for you
the prayers that were sent.

Sincerely, Dottie Ogden

Dear First ChriBtiesbyte@durch,

Thank you for the prayer quilt, | used it everyday W
and at home. | appreciate all my friends that stay
bless all of you.

Love, Lea Melton

Dear Church Family,

I received a call from my friend Fahditmidimenhed
mother, HéMmitakeeceived her quilt the other day.
absolutely thrilled. The prayers meant to her. Shd
were some threads that were not tied and she wag
to pray for our church. Falealduttetsll that the pral
helped. Before Helen received the quilt she was
praise God for this ministry and the thoughtfulnesq
dedicated ladies. This is a ministry | love working
A sister in Christ, Pélggy Smi

(I I'eft this out of | a
apologize for my lateness.)
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l Weekly Community Dinner
Where: First Christian
I Presbyterian Church
301 NE T Street
Pryor, OK 74361
When: EveryThursday
Evening
From 5:00 to 6:30 PM
NO Cost
For more information
call 8252396

Something
Different
Each Week

COMMUNITY
GARDEN

An Organizational Meeting was
held on March 26™, after the
Community fAFeed
Dinner.

Community Dinner Pictures

Patti Jobe is wrapping utensils for our Feed My People,
Community Dinner.Below, folks are moving through the
serving line. The firstdinner was held on March 12 and
will continue every Thursday from 5:00 p.m16:30 p.m.

My Peopl eod



