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A Challenge 
 
Have you noticed how fast the days fly by?  Itôs already May and 
it seems as though we just celebrated Christmas and were 
looking forward to Easter ï and now itôs May already.  I suspect 
this is part of the reason it is hard to get anything done.  If you 
are like me, tomorrow is a good day to start a project.  The 
trouble is tomorrow never comes.  I think the same thing is true 
when we get out of the habit of coming to worship every Sunday 
we figure we will start back next Sunday but that is always a 
week away and when it gets here there is something else which 
needs to be done so we put it off for another week.   
 
Then we may forget about it for a week or two, we get busy for 
another three or four weeks, but are finally going to get started 
when illness or something else gets in the way, so we will do it 
ñnext Sundayò.  This becomes a way of life and the only way to 
break out of this vicious cycle is by changing our priorities.  A 
good priority to set is doing things today and not putting them off 
until tomorrow.  Another good priority is making church a priority.  
 
This past Sunday there were several examples given in church: 
the bald man, the exuberant worshiper, the church without lights, 
and who can forget - Ta-dah!  I have been looking for but have 
been unable to find a poem I used years ago (it was copied) 
which said something like, ñwhen you werenôt there ï you missed 
the songs, you missed the prayer, you missed the people . . .ò 
and it concluded with something like: ñyou missed the mighty 
hand of God.ò 
 
That poem cut right to the chase and made a wonderful point.  
We miss out on many things when we fail to be part of the 
church family.  Only, it said it much more clearly and eloquently.  
But, I hope you get the idea.    (continued on page 2) 
 
 
(continued on page 2) 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ñFirst Christian Presbyterian Church seeks to grow in faith in Jesus Christ, share that faith with others,  

and serve people in need with Christian Compassion.ò  

 

 

   

Weekly Schedule    
Sundays 
       9:30 a.m.       Sunday School 
        10:45 a.m.      Worship       

Wednesdays 
      6:00 p.m.       Choir Practice     
       7:30 p.m.       Volleyball Practice   

Thursdays 
       Noon              SIS meets  
        5:30 p.m.      Community Dinner 
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-ÁÒËȭÓ  
Remarks 

 

   Worship is important!  So I 
want to challenge everyone 
to be faithful in attendance ï 
to be here as often as 

possible.  Also to contact your friends who 
have not been in attendance and encourage 
them to come and worship.  In addition, ask 
folks who arenôt going to church.  You may 
have friends or neighbors who belong to 
another church but donôt attend ï invite them!   
If you want to, first invite them to our 
community dinner.  Get in the habit of inviting 
people to church.  Spend time developing 
friendships.  ñGee, Mark, that sounds like itôs 
going to take some time.ò  Yes it will.  But 
that is how we make disciples ï make a 

friend, be a friend, lead 
a friend to Christ.  
 
Begin by making the 
commitment to be in 
worship.  Then take 
Jesusô instructions to 
heart ñgo and make 
disciples!ò 
 
May God bless our 
church and our efforts. 
         

Pastor Mark 
 

Church Events 
National Day 
of Prayer 
FCPC will be hosting The 
National Day of Prayer 
and a Global Day of 
Prayer on  May 7th, 
immediately following the 

Community Dinner, ( 6:30 p.m.) at the Court 
House Gazebo.  However, if it rains we will move 
to the church sanctuary.  
 
 

 

¢ƘŜ C/t² ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ 
will meet, Sunday, May 17th 
after Worship.  Everyone is 
to bring his or her favorite 
fruit dessert and a salad.   
Our Theme is Summer Time 
Fun, and Winnie Haddan will 
bring the devotion.   Sherry 
Stephens will lead the 
program which will be 

highlights from her recent trip.   
   ¢ƘŜ  ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ aŀȅ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ and 
we salute ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
prayer: 
     Make me a wise mother, O Lord. Keep me calm 
and give me patience to bear the small, irritating 
things in the daily routine of life. Give me 
tolerance and understanding to bridge the gulf 
between my generation and that of my children.  
 

Let me not be too ready to guide my childrenõs 
stumbling feet, but allow me to be ever near to 
bind their bruises. Give me a sense of humor that I 
may laugh with them but never at them. Let me 
refrain from preaching with wo rds; let me show by 
example instead.  
 

Keep me from forcing their confidences, but give 
me a sympathetic ear when my children come to 
me. Make me humble. Keep my children close to 
me, O Lord, though miles may separate us. And let 
Thy light so shine upon me that they, too, will 
perceive Thy glory. Amen.  
  

Office hours  for Pastor Mark are: 
Sunday, 9:00 a.m. ς 3:00 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday,  Thursday: 9:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Evening from 2:00 p.m. ς 8:00 p.m.  

Please call to confirm Mark is in the office. 
 

The First Christian- Presbyterian Church of Pryor, 
Oklahoma 
301 NE 1st St.  
Pryor OK 74361 
Email- fcpcpryor@sbcglobal.net 
918-825-2396 
918-825-1624 Fax 
Pastor Mark Newman 
918-812-5492 (cell) 
918-341-5304 (home) 
Email- fathermark46@hotmail.com 
On the web at:  www.fcpcpryor.org 

mailto:fathermark46@hotmail.com
http://www.fcpcpryor.org/


MM iissssiioo nn   GGiivv iinn gg   

OO ppppoo rr tt uunn iitt iieess  
Our Current Giving Opportunities 

Purpose: Reaching out to the local community, 
helping those in need. 

 Pryor Ministry Center ς The PMC is always in 
need of food donations, men, women and 
childrens seasonal  clothing and school supplies 

 2 Cents per Meal- for local mission projects and 
worldwide. 

  ά{Ŝǿ aǳŎƘ [ƻǾŜέ vǳƛƭǘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ  

 Angel Food project at SE Baptist Church 

 The Hugs Project 

Mission Opportunities 
With some of the funds I receive for the Pastor's 

 Discretionary Fund I am planning on buying 
children's shoes to be distributed through the Pryor 
Ministry Center.  I believe there is a need and I have 
visited with Bob Ayers about it.   
     If you are in a place that is having a clearance sale 
on children's shoes, and have an urge to do it - you 
might want to buy and donate some to the ministry 
center.  Remember though, first things first - just 
know this is happening.  We have a lot going on, let's 
take care of first things first but if you have a little to 
share you might remember this ministry. 
     Everyone can do something - prayer for all of our 
ministries is a big help.  Thanks for all you do.  
 Pastor Mark. 

         

Outreach -
Mission  

The Outreach-Mission 
Committee is working with 
the Pryor Ministerial 
Alliance during the month 

of May.   Pastor Mark has volunteered to bring his 
truck to Homeland on May 16th from 9:00 a.m. until 
2:00 p.m. and we need church members to greet 
shoppers and ask them to help fill the truck bed with 
non-perishable items for the community food bank at 
Pryor Ministry Center.  If you are not available on 
May 16th, then maybe you have a creative mind and 
can help with a slogan and signs?  It is a good feeling 
to help others, so if you would like to help with this 
outreach, please call Teri Hill at 825-4533 or 864-
0151.   

 

Items Needed for VBS 
Below is a list of items needed for use during 

Bible School. Some of these items we can return to 
you, if you tag them with your name.  This is only a 
partial listing.  

 Kayak or canoe paddle -    Life Vest 
/ŀǾŜǊΩǎ ƭŀƳǇ ƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƘŀǊŘ Ƙŀǘ 
Wiener Roasting sticks in a Y shape 
Coat, scarf & hat 
Assorted sizes of Christmas trees (for stage 

decorations. Please label your tree so it can be 
returned.) 

Wrapping paper tubes 
2 Clotheslines  & ten foot rope 
Tops of computer boxes, 
Marbles and golf balls, Plastic coffee can lids, 

multi colored yarn.  
Thank you, 
VBS Chair- Suanne Hill. 
 

 

Summary of Giving for month of  April 2009 
Deposits                   Morning  Ser.             
First Sunday                 3,194.20                        
Second Sunday  3,147.46              
Third Sunday     2,271.85                    
Fourth Sunday                1,775.21 
Fifth Sunday______________________         
Total April Giving         $ 10,388.72                
 

2009 March Operating Income          $  13,663.93  
YTD Income as of 03-31-09                 $  41,591.53 
        
2009 March expenses                          $  23,466.17 
YTD Expenses  as of 03-31-09             $  53,345.84 
 
*Not available at time of printing 
 



Board 
Report 
     Highlights from the  
April  Meeting of the 
Board are listed below.   
       Outreach Committee 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άRub-a-
5ǳō 5ǳō IŜƭǇ Ŧƛƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǘǳōέ  

for the Pryor Ministry Awareness Campaign netted 
69+ bulk packages and single items of toilet paper, 
soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, paper towels, 
and other misc. items.   The Community Dinners are 
averaging 75-80 people every Thursday.  The Garden 
Spot for the Community Garden has been broken, 
and ready to be tilled and planted.   Also in the 
report, We will have a Food Drive at Homeland on 
May 16th to fill the back of PasǘƻǊ aŀǊƪΩǎ ǇƛŎƪǳǇΦ 
   The Building and Grounds Committee reported that 
a new Committee has been formed for the 
building/renovation projects  and will have their first 
meeting  April 22.    
   Christian Ed reported that Suanne will have a VBS 
meeting on April 19th and VBS is scheduled for June 
22- 26th from 5:00-8:00 p.m.  
   Fellowship Committee will  host an International 
Sunday on May 17th ǿƛǘƘ ά! ¢ŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘέ 
between Sunday School and Church.  June 28th at 
6:00 pm. Is the date for the  church picnic to be held 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎ ǊŀƴŎƘΦ 
   Nominating reports that 2 Board members are 
needed to work on the committee to nominate 
people as a vacant position comes open. 
   Old Business, Pŀǘ .ƻŘƛƴŜΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ 
6th.  Megan Morrissey became a new DOC member. 
Bryan Cade Young was born to B.K. & Brooke Young, 
and Brynnlyn Young was born to parents Chris & 
Becky Young.   
  New Business, The Thursday Night Community Team 
leaders were selected.   Dinners for 8 have not yet 
started up.    
  tŀǎǘƻǊ aŀǊƪ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
steps of being a transformational church with our 
Community Dinner and Community Garden projects. 
This is just the beginning.  We still have work to be 
done.    Also, Mark and Cheryl will be going to the 
DOC General Assembly in July.  Motion was made and 
seconded to designate Cheryl Newman as voting 
delegate for the DOC General Assembly.   
    Meeting was adjourned and closed with prayer.  
    The next meeting will be held on May 24th, and 
Committee night is scheduled for May 20th.   

PRAYER 

CONCERNS 

 Personal/Other:  Teresa 
Sandusky, Hugh Carman, 
Eddie Ebers,   Lea Melton, 
Vicky Haley, Barbara 
Handlen, Evelyn Pecha,  
Vicki Rush, Claude Clayton, 

Patsy Russell, Sharon Troyer, Alice Ingram, Debbie 
Rogers,  Lavern Middleton, Jean McCartney,  Allen 
Ingle, Mary Sebring, Dr. Sarah Newell, Sid Swimmer, 
Jill Hirons Maraist,  for the family of Pat Bodine, 
Wilma Horn and for all  those who have lost friends 
and loved ones. 
 

Groups that also need prayer:  Military Service Men 
& Women, NEATS, OASIS, Pryor Ministry Center, 
Thunderbird Academy Students, Our government and 
Leaders, First Christian-Presbyterian Church,   FCPW 
Women,  FCPM- aŜƴΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦ 
Chronic Illness/Shut-in: Dorris Buzas, Ellen Harvey,  
Corey Brown, David Johnson, Dale Sadler, Leona Rose 
White,  Jesse & Cynthia Hickman,  Kathy Mathis,   Bob 
& Diana Berkmeyer, Kim Kelley, Mildred Baker,  
Warren Pryor, Laramie Wildermuth, Mattie Rogers, 
Margaret  Quiatto, Dorris Brown. Tommy & Liz Benge, 
Caleb Ross, Glenn & Mercedes Winters,  John & Ruth 
Mitchell,   Chuck & Marguerite Morgan, Juanita Nash,  
Dale Dunavant, Howell Bailey, Kathy Mathis, and 
Todd Bethel.  Please  remember these  and others 
who are ill or  home bound.   
  
The Wider Church:  
      It is important for us to remember that we are a 
connectional church.  Give thanks for the work and 
witnesses where our denominations live out their 
missions to serve our Lord Jesus Christ. 
NE Area Christian DOC Prayer list for May: 
Mounds Christian, Mounds, L.O. McNabb; Second 
Christian, Muskogee-Herbert Byrd; Mothers, First 
Christian, Nowata-Rob Crawford; Camp Christian ς 
Jim Hawley; Regional Camp & Conference program. 
Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery Prayer list:  
St. John Presby, Rufe; Council Mtg, Tulsa; First Presby, 
Hugo; First Presby, Chouteau; Crosstown Day Care; 
Trinity Church, Bixby; Oka Achukma Presby, Broken 
Bow; Dwight  Mission; College Hill Presby, Tulsa and 
Tri-Presby Meeting- Tulsa.  
 

'Remember to call the church office if a member 

of your family becomes ill or enters the hospital. 



Letters, Letters, Letters 
Letters, We got Letters! 

 

Dear Church Family, 

To thank you for your kindness and sympathy at a time when they 

were deeply appreciated.  Bless all that cooked for our family.  The 

meal was wonderful.  Thank you for helping with the music.  Thank 

you Pastor Mark for your visits and special kindness to Dr. Pat and I. 

Mary Lou and Dr. Pat Williams Family 
 

Dear Church Family, 

I want to Thank you for the food, cards, phone calls, and prayers 

while my foot continues to heal.   I want to thank Kay Smith for 

lending me her crutches. I would also like to thank those who stepped 

in to take over Communion prep and my job at the dinners.  Please let 

me know who you are so I can repay your kindness and thank you 

properly.  

Sharon Troyer 
 

Dear First Christian Presbyterian Church 

Thanks to all of you.   Somehow, just saying ­thank you® doesn¬t 

seem like enough.  But I hope you know how much your 

thoughtfulness has meant to me. 

Thank you,  Eddie Ebers 
 

Dear Christian Friends, 

     We are grateful to communicate with you on this Special Easter 

Season.  We appreciate receiving the Church Newsletter and the 

church news.   We are both doing very well and thankful every day for 

many blessings.  

    We hope to celebrate our 66th anniversary of togetherness on May 

9th.   And we hope to come to Pryor in the near future. 

All our love, Chuck and Marguerite  Morgan 
  

Dear Church Family, 

Sitting here today tackling the huge stack of thank you¬s that need to 

be sent, one is reminded how much behind the scenes support comes 

from so many people.   If I could grasp the name of every person that 

said a prayer, tied a knot on the prayer quilt, cooked a dinner, make a 

phone call, I would indeed have a list as long as I am tall.   I want 

everyone to know that in taking care of Mother, I felt your prayers.  I 

took some of your strength, I held on to the peace, and we knew your 

love.  It¬s difficult not to fall into the grief, but for those of us that 

knew Mother so well would know she would be kicking us around 

saying «no more tears, for I finally am free of pain, free of the struggle.  

So my church family, I say thanks to each and everyone of you.  

Thanks beyond measure for all you blessed our family with. 

Kathy White, Daughter of Pat Bodine. 

 

 
 
 

  

 

The Sew Much Love quilt project is a wonderful mission 
of FCPC.  Pictured are Vicki Rush, Sula Robertson and 
Nellie Dunavant tying a knot as they pray for the 
recipient of the quilt.  (This quilt was for Eddie Ebers).  

 
 

Pictured is Payden Arnold putting the finishing touches 
on a card she is making.  This is one of the cards that will 
go out to FCPC members and friends from the Children's 
Sunday School class.  On the last Sunday of the month the 
children decided to make it their mission to send 
handmade cards out.  Below art pictured below is by 
Chelsea Arnold. 

 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 


