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September is a beautiful time of the year.  Itôs the fall 

season with changing colors and falling temperatures.  
Itôs a great time to be alive and spend some time 

outdoors.  Itôs a great time to be in church too because 
itôs a time when we can really grow in our spirituality, in 

our giving and in our relationship with God.   
 

When we talk about growing in our relationship with God 
we often speak of the spiritual disciplines (like Bible 

Study, Prayer, meditation, and worship).   Our 
relationship grows as we learn about God (Bible Study) 

as we talk with God (prayer) and as we grow spiritually 
(meditate and worship).  One spiritual discipline we 

forget to talk about is giving.  Giving is a spiritual matter 
-  itôs an act of worship and it shows trust in God who 

created us, redeemed and gave us everything we have.  
We are asked to return a tenth (a tithe) and in return 

God says trust me to provide for your needs.  
 

I heard a story recently about an armored car involved 
in a bad wreck. Cash was floating all over the  

expressway and needless to say drivers were stopping 
and doing the ógreat cash grabô ï stuffing money in their 

pockets, shirts, in bags, etc.  One man who stopped was 
67 years old, still working, didnôt have much money and 

he stopped and picked up a bundl e of cash.  Nice and 
neat about 100,000 wrapped in cellophane.  But unlike 

the others the following day he took that bundle to the 
bank from which it came.     
  (continued on page 2) 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ñFirst Christian Presbyterian Church seeks to grow in faith in Jesus Christ, share that faith with others,  

and serve people in need with Christian Compassion.ò  

 

 

   

 

Weekly Schedule    
Sundays 
       9:30 a.m.       Sunday School 
        10:45 a.m.     Worship       

Wednesdays 
        6:00 p.m.        Choir     

Thursdays 
       Noon              SIS meets  
        5:00 p.m.      Community Dinner 
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 The president of the bank 
was surprised to say the 
least and he thanked the 

man, saying all we want back is 10%.  You 
can keep the rest.   
 
Imagine such a windfall ï being able to keep 
90% and returning only 10%.  Is there any 
one of us who wouldnôt take a deal like that?  
We have that deal!  God only wants 10% 
back and in return he promises to take care 
of us ï to provide for our needs.  Ten percent 
seems like a lot until we tip the waitress 20%, 
or our hair dresser (barber) 10%.  It doesnôt 
seem like much then.  Do we care more 
about these people than we do about our 
God.  Itôs only 10%! 
 
May God bless you as you decide what you 
will give back to God through the church this 

coming year. 
 

  Shalom, 
Pastor Mark 
  

bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ά.ŀŎƪ ¢ƻ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅέ 
Lifeway research reports 
that 82% of un-churched 
and de-churched people 
said they would be open 
to visit a church if a 
friend or family member 
invited them.  A National 
Back to Church Day has 
been set for September 
13.  Lifeway also found 
that only 2% of church 
members routinely 
invite an un-churched 
person to attend church.  
This Sunday will be a 
visitor friendly Sunday. 

Prime Timerõs  
Senior  

Ministry  
     Sixteen tǊƛƳŜ ¢ƛƳŜǊΩǎ 
enjoyed their lunch at 
CharlƛŜΩǎ /ƘƛŎƪŜƴ in August 
and have chosen El Humilde 

for lunch in September.  Please join them at 1:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, September 9th ŀǘ 9ƭ IǳƳƛƭŘŜΩǎΦ    
  If you need a ride or want further information just 
call the Church Office at 918-825-2396 or Liz Benge at 
918-825-0209.  

Cry Out America 
Prayer Meeting 

September 11,2009 Noon at 
the Mayes County 
Courthouse Cry out America 
Prayer meeting will be held.   
On the day of Infamy, 
September 11, when the 
twin towers came tumbling 
down, we will gather to pray 
for our country,  Pastor Mark 
and the Ministerial Alliance 

will be involved. 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
.Labor Day, September 7, 2009  
Å Patriot Day (remembrance of Sept. 11),    
September 11, 2009  
Å National Grandparents Day, September 13, 2009  
Å National Hispanic Heritage Month, September 
15-October 15, 2009  
Å First Day of Autumn, September 22, 2009 
--------------------------------------------------------------  

Office hours for Pastor Mark  
Mark will be in the office Monday thru Thursday as 
much as possible.   

Please call to confirm Mark is in the office. 
 

The First Christian- Presbyterian Church of Pryor, 
Oklahoma 
301 NE 1st St.  
Pryor OK 74361 
Email- fcpcpryor@sbcglobal.net 
918-825-2396 (office)              918-825-1624 Fax 
Pastor Mark Newman 
918-812-5492 (cell)                   918-341-5304 (Home) 
Email- fathermark46@hotmail.com 
On the web at:  www.fcpcpryor.org 
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http://www.fcpcpryor.org/
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Our Current Giving Opportunities 
Purpose: Reaching out to the local community, 

helping those in need. 

 Pryor Ministry Center ς The PMC is always in 
need of food donations, men, women and 
childrens seasonal  clothing and school supplies 

 2 Cents per Meal- for local mission projects and 
worldwide. 

  ά{Ŝǿ aǳŎƘ [ƻǾŜέ vǳƛƭǘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ  

 Angel Food project at SE Baptist Church 

 The Hugs Project. 

 ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ άCŜŜŘ aȅ tŜƻǇƭŜέ 5ƛƴƴŜǊǎ 

   Summary of Giving for month of  August 2009 
Deposits                   Morning  Ser.             
First Sunday                 3,248.60                        
Second Sunday  1,046.74              
Third Sunday     2,681.07 
Fourth Sunday                2,781.04 
*Fifth Sunday______________________         
Total August Giving   $  9,548.18                
 

2009 August Operating Income  $    9,548.18  
YTD Income as of 08-23-09              94,612.44 
        
2009 July expenses                        $    14,941.06 
YTD Expenses  as of 07-31-09      $ 109,578.84 
*not available at time of printing. 

Sew Much Love Quilt has 
been out for the Summer and 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ 
October.  Also,  Carol will be 
gone until October 1st, so if 
ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ 
like a quilt made for until 

then, please get in touch with Peggy Smith, or call the 
Office to let Sherry know, they will be helping until 
Carol gets back.    
   When they meet in October, they plan on starting 
back up on Monday morning, October 5th at 9:00 a.m. 
aƻƴŘŀȅΩǎ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ 
will meet the first and third Monday of each month. 
     If you would like more information as to how you 
can help this vital mission outreach program, 
(donations are always helpful)  Please see Carol 
Kessler, Gloria Harrington, or  Peggy Smith.   

Reflect on These Things: 
 
Partners 
Remember the story of the master who left his 
wealth with his 3 servants and went away on a trip.  
One got 4,000 talents, another 2,000 and the third 
only a thousand.  When the master returned, the first 
two had invested and returned double what they had 
been given to the master.  The third hid his money 
and returned only what he had been given.  The 
master was pleased with the first two and promised 
them even more.  But the master was disappointed 
by the third and took away what he had been given. 
 
The first two decided to partner with God and their 
efforts were blessed.  The third chose not to partner 
with God and in the end was left with nothing.  The 
story has to do with managing what we are given.  It 
has everything to do with being faithful ς giving our 
best effort ς using what we are given ς (time, talent, 
treasure) ς trusting - and the reward: well done good 
and faithful servant enter into the joy of the master.  
 
Indian Givers 
¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǘŜǊƳ άLƴŘƛŀƴ ƎƛǾŜǊέ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ǘŜǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ 
referred to one who would give something to 
someone and then take it back.  The origin of the 
phrase comes from the Native American Indians.  
Long ago a gift would be given to someone to be used 
for the benefit of the community.  If the gift were not 
used for the community it would be taken away and 
given to someone else. 
 
How do the two stories fit together? 
 

 

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ LƴǾƛted to our 
Weekly Community Dinner 

Where:  First Christian 
Presbyterian Church 

301 NE 1st Street 
Pryor, OK 74361 

When:   Every Thursday 
Evening 

From 5:00 to 6:30 PM 
For more information  

           call 825-2396 
 


