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       Back in February of this year (09) we held a ñboardò retreat.  
The purpose was to look at ways to a breathe some life into our 
church.  It was at this retreat that we decided to begin a weekly 
community dinner.  After the first of the year (2010) we will have 
our 2nd annual retreat and this time itôs for more than board 
members, itôs for anyone and everyone with a love and concern 
for our church.  This means you are invited to come and 
participate. 
 
        At this yearôs retreat, we will work on developing a five year 
plan for our church, complete with goals and objectives.  We will 
discuss restarting and developing our youth and childrenôs 
ministries, including organizing a new program called ñWorship 
and Wonder.ò  We will learn about Natural Church Development 
and do some leadership training.  This is an ambitious 
undertaking and it will be a long day.   
 
       If you have an interest in Children and Youth Programming, 
you need to come.  If you have a desire to see our church grow 
and prosper, you need to come.  If you want our church to be 
healthy, you need to come.  If you have a dream, a plan, an idea 
of where you want our church to be in the next year, two, three, 
four or five, then you need to come. 
 
       I have two dates reserved at Camp Christian but I need to 
select one.  Which is the best date for you? These dates are 
January 23rd and November 6th.  Whichever day we pick, the 
meeting will start at 9:00 AM and conclude around 3:30 PM.  We 
will meet in one of the lodges at Camp Christian (directions will be 
provided).  We will have coffee, muffins, and donuts in the 
morning; provide lunch; and afternoon cookies and drinks.  We 
need you to come and share your ideas with us.  And, we need 
you to make a reservation so we know how many we will feed.  
Call the church office to make your reservation and mark your 
calendar so you donôt forget. 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ñFirst Christian Presbyterian Church seeks to grow in faith in Jesus Christ, share that faith with others,  

and serve people in need with Christian Compassion.ò  

 

 

   

 

Weekly Schedule    
Sundays 

       9:30 a.m.       Sunday School 
        10:45 a.m.     Worship       

Wednesdays 
        6:00 p.m.        Choir     

Thursdays 
       Noon              SIS meets  
        4:30 p.m.      Community Dinner 
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 Renovation Project  
News 

 

The Building Committee met on 
Wednesday, December 16th to 
go over the mechanical and 

electrical plans for the building.  Every effort 
was made to insure ample electrical outlets 
were provided where needed and that the 
kitchen has plenty of power to run an 
abundance of electric roasters as well as the 
normal major (and future) appliances.  We 
will have a separate meeting in the future to 
discuss the arrangement and specific needs 
of the kitchen. 

Sue McCullough and Mark talked with the 
bank about financing the project and 
preliminary contact was made with the 
Presbyterian Church USA Investment and 
Loan Department.  A campaign to raise 
funds and pledges will happen in the near 
future. 

 
A building fund has 
been established in 
anticipation of starting 
our renovation 
project.  People who 
can benefit from a tax 
deduction by making 
a donation before the 
end of the year are 
encouraged to go 
ahead and do so.  
Those wishing to 
make a monthly 
pledge will have that 
opportunity in the 
near future. Please be 
in prayer for the 
project and about 
your level of support 
for this important 
upgrade in our 
facilities.   
 

 

 

Inclement Weather 
Policy 

When Pryor schools are 
closed due to bad 

weather, scheduled week 
day events at the church 

are cancelled. If Pryor 
schools are open and the 
weather creates hazardous 

driving conditions, the 
committee chair or event 

leader will decide 
whether or not to proceed 

with the scheduled event and 
communicate that decision in advance to attendees 
as soon as possible. 

All members are encouraged not take unnecessary 
risks and to check with the church on bad days 
(especially if a storm begins during the day).  

Sundays - In most cases services will be held on 
Sunday morning. In the event of icy roads services 
may be cancelled and we will use Channel 6 in Tulsa 
for notification. Your personal safety is most 
important in deciding whether or not to attend 
services. 

Office hours for Pastor Mark  
aŀǊƪΩǎ άbƻǊƳŀƭέ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ .ƛōƭŜ 
Studies and Financial Peace University.   Effective 
this month they will be: Sunday 9:00 AM to 
Noon, Monday Noon to 4:00 PM, Tuesday 1:00 
PM to 9:00 PM, Wednesday 10:00 AM to 8:00 
PM, and Thursday Noon to 7:00 PM. 

Please call to confirm Mark is in the office. 
 

The First Christian- Presbyterian Church of Pryor, 
Oklahoma. 
 301 NE 1st St. 
Pryor OK 74361 
Email- fcpcpryor@sbcglobal.net 
918-825-2396 (office)               
918-825-1624 Fax 
Pastor Mark Newman   
918-812-5492 (cell)         
918-341-5304 (Home) 
Email- fathermark46@hotmail.com 
On the web at:  www.fcpcpryor.org 

mailto:fathermark46@hotmail.com
http://www.fcpcpryor.org/


MM iissssiioo nn --OO uutt rr eeaa cc hh   

OO ppppoo rr tt uunn iitt iieess  
Our Current Giving Opportunities 

Purpose: Reaching out to the local community, 
helping those in need. 

 Pryor Ministry Center ς The PMC is always in 
need of food donations, men, women and 
childrenΩs seasonal  clothing and school supplies 

 2 Cents per Meal- for local mission projects and 
worldwide. 

  ά{Ŝǿ aǳŎƘ [ƻǾŜέ vǳƛƭǘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ  

 Angel Food Project at SE Baptist Church 

 The Hugs Project. 

 ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ άCŜŜŘ aȅ tŜƻǇƭŜέ 5ƛƴƴŜǊǎ 

PCUSA 
Presbyterian 

Disaster 
Assistance 

Situation Report 
 

  To all Pastors, Sessions, and Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ throughout Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery. 
      A series of earthquakes hit the Karonga district in 
northern Malawi between December 6 and 
December 12, 2009.  One of the earthquakes 
registered 5.8 on Richter scale and completely razed 
many houses.  More than 16,500 people have been 
affected and reports indicate one death and 16 
people seriously injured.  Many public institutions 
have been closed because of cracks and instability in 
buildings.   During the same time period, the districts 
of Chikwawa and Thyolo in southern Malawi were hit 
by a cyclone and rainstorm that has damaged houses, 
crops, and livestock. 
    These earthquake has damaged houses and 
schools, and displaced the inhabitants of 23 villages.  
Currently, 12,300 people are living in tents with poor 
sanitary facilities and no fresh water.   The cyclone in 
the south has demolished more than 945 households.  
For those people that  had already cultivated their 
fields and planted orghum, about 371.7 ha of land 
under crops have been washed away.  
     This is an update.  Northern Malawi was struck 
with another earthquake December 20, registering 
6.0.   Three are confirmed dead, over two-hundred 
injured, and thousands displaced.  Since December 
6, nearly twenty quakes or aftershocks have 
occurred. 

   We received a report from Rev. Levi Nyondo and a 
formal request for assistance which can be found on 
the EOP website, www.eokprebytery.org.  Damage 
has been evaluated at over one million dollars and 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) has set in 
place a formal request for disaster assistance in the 
amount of one million dollars. 
     This disaster touches us personally because it 
affects the very people we met only months ago.   
These are the same people we ate with, sang with, 
prayed with, who came as strangers and left as 
friends.    They are our partners in Christ, our 
Brothers and Sisters, who have written and asked us 
for our help.   Rev. July Mushani,  one of our friends, 
whose church and home are unihabitatable because 
of massive structural damage. 
    In light of this disaster, and since EOP is in 
partnership with the Synod of Livingstonia in 
northern Malawi, the EOP Malawi Committee 
Partnership has decided we have a responsibility as a 
partner to take action to raise funds to assist in the 
recovery effort in the following ways: 
1. A special relief fund for Malawi reflief has been 

set up through PDA 
http://www.pcusa.org/give/online/searchActio
n.do 

2. You can also give by contacting Pamela Burdine 
@PDA by phone at 1-888-728-7228 ext-5839 
the PDA project numer for Malawi is DR000158. 

   

Summary of Giving for month of  Dec., 2009 
Deposits                   Morning  Ser.             
First Sunday                       4,565.28                
Second Sunday                      1,460.49              
Third Sunday          10,647.50 
** Fourth Sunday______________________         
Total December  Giving   $  16,673.27    
             

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΩǎ Income Report 
2009 Dec. Operating Income     $    8,368.27 
2009 Dec. Total Received          $   16,673.27* 
YTD Income as of 11-30-2009   $ 159,474.12 
       * Includes gifts to the Building Fund 

 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΩǎ 9ȄǇŜƴǎŜ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
** 2009 November expenses        $      

         ** YTD Expenses  as of 11-30-09   $    
 
**not available at time of printing. 
 

http://www.eokprebytery.org/
http://www.pcusa.org/give/online/searchAction.do
http://www.pcusa.org/give/online/searchAction.do


Board 
Report 

Highlights from the  
November Board and 

Congregational Meeting 
and  December Board 

Meeting 
 

November Highlights- The building remodel plans 
from the architect to the board, as well as 
information about hiring a construction manager, 
was presented and approval was given to accept the 
project plans and present them to the congregation.   
It was also approved to accept Rodney Schilt as 
construction manager if the congregation approves 
the remodeling project. 
   The 2010 budget was accepted to take to the 
congregation for approval.   New employee job 
descriptions, along with the terms of call for the 
minister and a new personnel policy were presented.  
    Sue McCollough was voted as the new church 
treasurer effective in January.  
   ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ŦƻǊ нлмл ŀǊŜΥ 
Outreach-Teri Hill and Sharon Troyer; Personnel-Jana 
Elliott; Building and Grounds-Jack Dryden & Rick 
Elliott; Worship-JoEllyn Orr, Mary Levstik & Patti 
Jobe; Finance/Stewardship-Lonnie Eubanks; Christian 
Ed-Vicki Rush, Patti Jobe & Ron Dryden; Nominating-
Barbara Watley & Sharon Troyer; Memorial Fund-
Linda McNatt; Fellowship & Growth-Sula Robertson 
and Debbie Rogers. 
   Roger Fenstermaker from Eastern Oklahoma 
Presbytery attended as part of his Triennial Visit.    
 

  Congregational Meeting Highlights-The slate of 
Elders- Jack Dryden, Sharon Troyer, Laura Woodcock, 
Sue Arnold;  Deacons-Sherry Stephens, JoEllyn Orr, 
Mary Levstik, Jeremy Troyer and Trustee- Mark 
Murray was presented to the congregation and 
approved as well as the Annual Budget for 2010. 
The Renovation Committee presented the remodel 
proposal along with Rodney Schilt as project manager 
and motion passed.  
 

  December Highlights-Personnel Committee 
presented the resignation of Carol Kessler. 
  The Election Board was given approval to use the 
Church as a polling place for elections in 2010. 
       

The board will meet next on Committee Night, 
Wednesday, January 6th and the Board meeting will 
be held on Sunday, January 10th after worship.  

PRAYER CONCERNS 

 Personal/Other:  Mary 
Martin,  Darrell Harrington, 
Jenny Moore, Jeane Watley, 
Francis McNair,  Joyce 
IƻōōǎΣ  ¢ƻƳƳȅ ά/ƻǳƎŀǊέ 
Stephens, Frank Hardy, 
Georgia Carder, Alleen 
Farrell, Mercedes Winters,   

Rev. Pascual Espinosa,  Wanda Jones, Beth Yeagle,  
Laura Woodcock, Janie Pipes, Carl Reed, Sandy 
Turner, Jane Coleman, Evelyn Pecha and The families 
of Roger Horn, Chester Jones and for all  those who 
have lost friends and loved ones. 
 

Groups that also need prayer:  Military Service Men 
& Women, NEATS, OASIS, Pryor Ministry Center, 
Thunderbird Academy Students, Our government and 
Leaders, First Christian-Presbyterian Church,   FCPW 
Women,  FCPM- aŜƴΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦ 
Chronic Illness/Shut-in: Jeanette & Kenneth Smith 
Sr.,  John Stone, Ellen Harvey,  Corey Brown, David 
Johnson, Dale Sadler, Leona Rose White,  Jesse & 
Cynthia Hickman, Bob & Diana Berkmeyer, Kim 
Kelley, Mildred Baker,  Warren Pryor,  Mattie Rogers, 
Margaret  Quiatto, Dorris Brown, Lavern Middleton, 
Tommy & Liz Benge,  Glenn & Mercedes Winters,  
John & Ruth Mitchell,   Chuck & Marguerite Morgan, 
Juanita Nash,  Dale Dunavant, Howell Bailey,  Todd 
Bethel, Pamela Bobb,  and Hugh Carman.  Please  
remember these  and others who are ill or  home 
bound.   
  
The Wider Church:  
It is important for us to remember that we are a 
connectional church.  Give thanks for the work and 
witnesses where our denominations live out their 
missions to serve our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

NE Area Christian DOC Prayer list for January: 
First Christian, Bartlesville- Gary Hagan; Disciples 
Christian, Bartlesville-Bill Inglish; First Christian, 
Bristow-Bill Sullivan; Fellowship Christian, Broken 
Arrow-Shane Hickey. 
  

Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery Prayer list: First 
Church, Skiatook; Nanih Chito Church, Smithville; ST. 
Matthew Church, Broken Bow; Committee Day, 
.ǊƻƻƪǎƛŘŜ /ƘΩǎΣ ¢ǳƭǎŀΤ hǳǊ LƴǉǳƛǊŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΤ 
First Church, Coalgate; Mt. Zion Church, Battiest; 
Bethany Church, Muskogee; First Church, Idabel; 
Council Mtg- Bernsen Bldg. Tulsa. 
 



  'Remember to call the church office if a member 

of your family becomes ill or enters the hospital. 

Thursday Community Dinners 
 

In the months of December  our menu and 
attendance along with carry-out plates is as follows:  
 

Date  Main Course  Fed 
November 26th   Thanksgiving Din       120+151(jail)271 
December 3rd Chili    130      
December 10 Chicken & Noodles 137 
December 17 Beef Stew  135 
  

So far in December  ǿŜΩve taken in  cash donations of 
$253.00 as of November 23rd,  ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ άCŜŜŘ 
aȅ tŜƻǇƭŜέ  5ƛƴƴŜǊǎ.  Individuals and organizations 
donated fruits, vegetables, casseroles, salads and 
salad ingredients, meats, canned goods, and 
equipment as well.   Others gave of themselves, 
devoting time to cooking, prepping,  serving meals 
and kitchen /dining room clean up.   Without any of 
the many volunteers from the church and 
community, wŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
mission endeavor.  We did not serve a meal on 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ ǿŀǎ  due to the 
weather.   Thank you!  
     

ά{ŜǊǾƛƴƎ  ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ 5ƛƴƴŜǊέ 
Below are some of the highlights from the 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ά¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎέ aŜŀƭΦ 
Members and friends gave up their Thanksgiving 
Dinner at home to serve Dinner at the church. 

  
Peggy Smith- Was thoroughly enjoying carving up the 
Birds for Thanksgiving Dinner.  

Sharon  Troyer is all smiles as she checks her Turkey 
and Noodles. 

The Serving line-Chris Murray, David Zavodney, Tory 
Ingle, Bill & Barbara Mitchell, ?,  Peggy & Andy Smith, 
and  Irene McClain  are waiting for serving to begin.   

Irene McClain, Pat Locke, Athella Cherry, Sharon 
Troyer, Casey Zavodney, Pam Ingle, Karen Zavodney,  
and Cheryl Newman 
 

Several members and their families served at the 
Thanksgiving Day  Dinner, including members of the 
{ǘŜǾŜ ϧ 5ŜōōƛŜ wƻƎŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ¢ƘŜ aǳǊǊŀȅ CŀƳƛƭȅΣ 
The Ingles Family,  The Newman Family, the Mitchell 
Family, The Smith Family.  More pictures can be 
found on page 8.  


