
Volume 1   March  2010 × A newsletter of the First Christian Presbyterian Church of Pryor, OK  

301 NE 1st ° Pryor, OK  74361 ° 918-825-2396Ė918-825-1624 (fax)  fcpcpryor@sbcglobal.net  - www.fcpcpryor.org   

We met at Camp Christian on February 6th to set some 
goals for where we wanted to be in five years.  We began 
with a presentation on a new Childrenôs Worship Program 
called Worship and Wonder.  Peggy and Sharon had 
attended a training session last year in Joplin and came 
back very enthusiastic about the program.  They took us 
through a typical program as a worship experience for us.  
After a break and some remarks from Mark, Jana led us 
through a process of discerning where we are and where 
weôd like to go.  She included questions like, what is needed 
in our community, our church and our spiritual lives.   
 
The result was we set 7 goals for ourselves and had some 
ideas on how to accomplish these goals.  The first goal was 
to create more community visibility for ourselves. Ways we 
can do this is through Newspaper stories and ads; create 
some bumper stickers; start a face book site; make tickets 
for our community dinners with a map on the back of the 
ticket; and the use of different media outlets including Cable 
TV.  
 
The Second Goal was to hire a youth director.  We 
understand that we need money to make this happen, but  
ideally we see about hiring a ministerial student and have 
them in place by summer.  This person would work with a 
Sunday evening Youth group; teach a young adult class; 
and be present 2-3 days a week for activities.  We would 
grow the youth program to where we could hire a full time 
youth director by 2011. 
 
The Third Goal would be to expand the community dinners 
to include a program once a month so community resources 
and groups could inform our guests about their programs.  
We would publicize these special programs.  We would offer 
youth activities after our Thursday dinners.   (continued on page 2.) 

look at providing special activities for our diners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ñFirst Christian Presbyterian Church seeks to grow in faith in Jesus Christ, share that faith with others,  

and serve people in need with Christian Compassion.ò  

 

 

   

 

Weekly Schedule    
Sundays 

       9:30 a.m.       Sunday School 
        10:45 a.m.     Worship 

Wednesdays      

        6:00 p.m.        Choir     

Thursdays 
       Noon              SIS meets  

        4:30 p.m.      Community Dinner 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inside this Issue 

Mission  Pg.  3  

Prayer concerns & Board 

Highlights  Pg.4  

Community Dinners & 

Retreat Pictures Pg. 5  

Letters Pg. 6  

Outreach Calendar Pg. 7  

Fellowship Ministries Pg. 8  

Church Transitions Pg. 9  

Calendar of Events  

/Birthdays & Anniversaries   

For March - insert  



The Chalice & 
 Presbytidings 

 

A publication of The First 
Christian- Presbyterian   
Church 
301 NE 1st St. 
Pryor, OK 74361 
fcpcpryor@sbcglobal.net 
 
Sponsor: 
Church Growth  & Fellowship 
Committee 
918-825-2396 or 
918-825-1624 
Contributing Editor: 
Sherry Stephens 
918-825-2396 
sherryfcpc@sbcglobal.net 
Editor: Barbara Watley 

 
The Chalice-Presbytidings is 
published monthly to keep 
members and friends  
informed of the church and 
to report news about the 
First Christian-tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴΩǎ 
people and activities.  
 
Deadline for articles  is    
The 20th  of each 
 month 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Retreat Results  
continued  

 And we would look at providing 
special activities for our diners. 

The Fourth Goal would be to 
institute a contemporary worship service.  Stage 
one would be to play more lively music before 
worship.  Have the choir introduce new music 
during their anthem time.  Soloists could sing 
more modern music as well.  We would build up 
to holding one service each month and perhaps 
evolve to a separate more modern service.  

Our Fifth Goal was to create a dynamic 
Childrenôs ministry with Childrenôs Worship and 
Wonder being a key part.  We hope to begin 
CWW services as soon as our renovation project 
is complete.  We would recruit and train 
volunteers for this program as well as make and 
buy kits for the programming. 

Our Sixth Goal is ambitious but crucial to our 
success and that is to add 25 families to our 
congregation as we meet and publicize the 

above changes and 
invite others to share in 
our joy. 

Our Seventh Goal is to 
Develop our own 
Spirituality through 
encouragement, topical 
Bible studies, studies in 
prayer, meditation and 
other spiritual 
disciplines.  

This is a very ambitious 
undertaking and will 
require the cooperation 
of all our members.  The 
renovation of our 
building needs to be 
matched by building our 
membership numerically 
and spiritually.  May 
God bless our efforts to 
be a church that 
changes lives while we 
build Godôs kingdom.   

Pastor Mark 

Inclement Weather 
Policy 

When Pryor schools are 
closed due to bad weather, 
scheduled week day events 

at the church are cancelled. 
If Pryor schools are open and 

the weather creates hazardous 
driving conditions, the 

committee chair or event 
leader will decide whether 

or not to proceed with the 
scheduled event and communicate that 

decision in advance to attendees as soon as possible. 

All members are encouraged not to take unnecessary 
risks and to check with the church on bad days 
(especially if a storm begins during the day).  

Sundays - In most cases services will be held on 
Sunday morning. In the event of icy roads services 
may be cancelled and we will use Channel 6 in Tulsa 
for notification. Your personal safety is most 
important in deciding whether or not to attend 
services. 

Office hours for Pastor Mark  
Sunday 9:00 AM to Noon, Monday Noon to 4:00 
PM, Tuesday 1:00 PM to 9:00 PM, Wednesday 
10:00 AM to 8:00 PM, and Thursday Noon to 
7:00 PM. 

Please call to confirm Mark is in the office. 
 

The First Christian- Presbyterian Church of Pryor, 
Oklahoma. 
 301 NE 1st St. 
Pryor OK 74361 
Email- fcpcpryor@sbcglobal.net 
918-825-2396 (office)               
918-825-1624 Fax 
Pastor Mark Newman   
918-812-5492 (cell)         
918-341-5304 (Home) 
Email- fathermark46@hotmail.com 
On the web at:  www.fcpcpryor.org 
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Our Current Giving Opportunities 

Purpose: Reaching out to the local community, 
helping those in need. 

 Pryor Ministry Center 

 2 Cents per Meal 

  ά{Ŝǿ aǳŎƘ [ƻǾŜέ vǳƛƭǘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ  

 Angel Food Project at SE Baptist Church 

 The Hugs Project. 

 ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ άCŜŜŘ aȅ tŜƻǇƭŜέ 5ƛƴƴŜǊǎ 

 One Great Hour of Sharing 

 
  

March Focus:  One Great Hour of Sharing 
        The letter to the Hebrews offers a number of 
rules for life as a Christian. Intended to encourage a 
community whose fervor is flagging, it speaks to 
many of us today with startling clarity. It reminds us 
that while we are called to speak our faith, this is not 
enough: we must live it out with our actions and our 
generosity. These rules were guidelines not only for 
maintaining healthy communities, but also for our 
own spiritual well-being. 
       Sharing what we have is as important for us as it 
is for those with whom we share, for it is in sharing 
love that we open ourselves to its transforming 
power. For almost 60 years, Presbyterians and 
5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
message of love as they have tried to share that love 
with others through programs such as One Great 
Hour of Sharing and Week of Compassion, by feeding 
the hungry, offering to the thirsty a cup of cold water, 
ministering to the needs of those who are homeless 
or sick or in prison. How many of us have found our 
own lives changed by new understandings of that 
message of love! 
      Just as leaders from across the faith community in 
the United States after World War II were impelled to 
a common response to the devastation they saw, 
especially  in Europe and Asia, many of us have begun 
our involvement with the offering because of some 

natural disaster or other emergency that has left 
many of our brothers and sisters around the world in 
desperate need.  
      One of the earliest lessons we learned was that 
the public focus on a disaster almost always fades 
long before the effects of the disaster. A faithful 
response requires that we continue to stand with 
those affected long after public attention has turned 
elsewhere. Similarly, maintaining the focus on 
whatever needs remained unmet became a hallmark 
of Presbyterian disaster response. It seldom made 
the headlines, but we believed it was the response 
that Christ called us to.  
       As we examined the conditions that people had 
to overcome to rebuild their lives, we recognized that 
for many of our brothers and sisters around the 
world, development ministries that helped 
communities identify and address their long-term 
needs are an important part of our response. 
      There was a growing awareness in the 1960s and 
Ωтлǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ injustice  made more difficult 
the lives of millions of poor people within American 
society and throughout the world. To respond both to 
the problems the injustice created, and, when 
possible, to the injustice itself, the church created 
two development organizations: The Presbyterian 
Committee for the Self-Development of People and 
the Presbyterian Hunger Program.   
              Today each of these programs receives 
approximately one-third of the offering, except for 
about four percent that is used, currently through the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program, to address 
homelessness and affordable housing.  
      Through these three programs, we stand with 
people through the long process of rebuilding after 
disaster or of bringing wholeness and hope to 
relationships long broken by injustice and inequity.  
The message of the loving and generous God is one 
the world thirsts for, and thanks to your support of 
One Great Hour of Sharing, it is a message we extend 
to a world of hurting people.  
      Your gift to One Great Hour of Sharing will join the 
gifts of millions of others . Together they send a 
message of hope to people in need throughout the 
world.  Whether they eventually take the form of 
immediate relief to people experiencing a time of 
crisis or of partnerships with communities focused on 
long-term solutions to chronic problems, those gifts 
are a powerful, tangible witness to the healing love of 
Christ for all people. They also open us up to the 
power of that love as they help us recognize in our 
neighbor the face of Jesus.  
*From One Great Hour of Sharing     



Board Report 
Highlights from the February 

Board Meeting 
 

January Board Highlights- In 
Worship, the order of 
Worship was changed to 
having the Passing of Peace 

before the prelude and lighting of the candles.  
 Outreach-Mission reported aid to Haiti was now over 
$800.00 and that we received 150 cans of soup for 
Souper Bowl Sunday.   A request to move the Bulletin 
board was turned over to Building and Grounds. 
  The finance committee is reviewing the financials 
reporting process, and a transfer of money from 
savings to checking is anticipated. 
  Building and Grounds reported a heater and water 
heater was replaced in the gym, and lighting is ready 
to go into the bathrooms.   
  Nominating reported the resignation of Suanne 
Crocket. Her resignation was accepted.   And a 
motion was seconded and approved for Tommy 
Stephens to finish LaǳǊŀ ²ƻƻŘŎƻŎƪΩǎ ǘŜǊƳ ŀǎ 9ƭŘŜǊΦ   
WŜǎǎƛŎŀ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎ ǿŀǎ  ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ {ǳŀƴƴŜΩǎ 
term as Deacon.  
 A request was made, seconded and approved to 
sponsor a little league baseball team in the amount of 
$700.00. 
The next board meeting will be held on Sunday, 
March 14, following Committee Night on Wednesday, 
March 10.  

 

Summary of Giving for month of  February 2010 
Deposits                   Morning  Ser.             
First Sunday                     11,897.66                
Second Sunday                       1,974.00              
Third Sunday            3,714.42 
** Fourth Sunday         
**Fifth Sunday_____________________         
Total February Giving   $17,586.08* 
             

February YTD  Income Report (as of 02-26-2010) 
2010 YTD. Operating Income    $    21,311.92*   
2010 YTD. Building Fund            $    21,113.77 
YTD Income as of 02-26-10       $    42,425.69 

 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅΩǎ  Operating Expense & Income Report 
           YTD Income  as of 01-31-10        $    11,570.51  

  YTD Expenses  as of 01-31-10     $   12,754.46 
 

 
*Includes  Building Fund 
**not available at time of printing 

PRAYER 

CONCERNS 

 Personal/Other:  Darrell 
Harrington,    Audrey Jane 

Hughes,  Marge Wiseman,  Ellen Todd, Esther Green, 
Stan & Sondra Olivier,  Bobby Schmitt, Nancy Davis-
Gannon, Irene McClain & Kathy Mathis, Shelly Sellers, 
Mike & Drew Sartin, Greg Scott, Jimmy King, Billy & 
Nene Bluebird, Jr. ,  Belinda Gourd,  Katie Troyer, 
Bruce Rhodes, Rudy Troyer,  Pastor Mark Newman, 
Jane Ingram, Joana Yoder, Harold Hirzel,  James Rice, 
Wally Kennicutt, The family and friends of Mercedes 
Winters, Howell Bailey, Ruth Mitchell and the people 
and country of Haiti and for all  those who have lost 
friends and loved ones. 
Groups that also need prayer:  Military Service Men 
& Women, NEATS, OASIS, Pryor Ministry Center, 
Thunderbird Academy Students, Our government and 
Leaders, First Christian-Presbyterian Church,   FCPW 
Women,  FCPM- aŜƴΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦ 
Chronic Illness/Shut-in: Jeanette & Kenneth Smith 
Sr.,  John Stone, Ellen Harvey,  Corey Brown, David 
Johnson, Dale Sadler, Leona Rose White,  Jesse & 
Cynthia Hickman, Bob & Diana Berkmeyer, Kim 
Kelley, Mildred Baker,  Warren Pryor,  Mattie Rogers, 
Margaret  Quiatto, Dorris Brown, Lavern Middleton, 
Tommy & Liz Benge,  Glen Winters,  John Mitchell,   
Chuck & Marguerite Morgan, Juanita Nash,  Dale 
Dunavant,  Todd Bethel, Pamela Bobb,  Hugh Carman, 
Rev. Pascual Espinosa, Kathey McCutchen, John 
Honeycutt, Ronnie Dillard, Leonard Dukes, Jane Duff 
Please  remember these  and others who are ill or  
home bound.   
 

 The Wider Church:  
It is important for us to remember that we are a 
connectional church.  Give thanks for the work and 
witnesses where our denominations live out their 
missions to serve our Lord Jesus Christ. 
NE Area Christian DOC Prayer list for March: 
First Christian, Jenks- In Transition; Odyssey Christian, 
Jenks-Phil Ball; South Grand Lake, Langley-Gina 
Jackson; First Christian, Mannford-Jay Hoyt. 
 Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery Prayer list: Mountain 
Fork Church, Eagletown; First Presbyterian, Sallisaw; 
1st Christian-Presbyterian, Pryor; Indian Parish; St. 
tŀǳƭΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 9ŀƎƭŜǘƻǿƴΤ CƛǊǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ !ƴǘƭŜǊǎ 
 

'Remember to call the church office if a member 

of your family becomes ill or enters the hospital. 
  



BUILDING 
FUND 

Keep watching our 
thermometer (in 
the  narthex and the 
newsletter) and help 
our fund grow.   We 
started our campaign 
off strong with  some 
very generous 
checks  and  we have 
raised over 
$30,000.00.    But we 
still need to raise about 
$200,000 to pay for this 
work.   If you have not 
made a pledge please 
consider doing so in the 
next week or two and 

be as generous as you can.   You can  spread 
your  gift  over a 2 or 3 year period if you would 
like.   Thanks for your support.   
 

 

Thursday Community Dinners 
 

In the months of February  our menu and attendance 
along with carry-out plates is as follows:  
 

Date  Main Course  Fed 
January 28  No Dinner               0 
February 4  Veggi Cheese Chowder       85      
February 11 Beef Stew      139 
February  18 Breakfast Casserole     104  
February 25        Chicken & Dumplings       120 
  

     LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜΦ   
Help is always needed, whether it is prepping 
vegetables, serving  in  the food line, wiping off 
tables, donating food, cleaning up during and after, 
or just greeting our guests, without the many 
volunteers from the church and community we 
ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊΦ    

FCPC Sponsors a  
Little League Team  

One of the ideas for community involvement 
for our church was to sponsor a little league 
team.   This means not only funding t hem with 
$700 to get going, but also making a banner 
for the dugout and attending  their games.   
Doug Robertson is collecting the money and 
has around $300.00 already.   Don't miss out, 
be a part of Little League this year.  

 
 

Annual Board Retreat 

Pictured above and below, is Peggy Smith as she 
demonstrates the Children Worship & Wonder 
program to FCPC members attending the 2-8-10 
retreat at Camp Christian. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


