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Our culture is plagued with superficiality.   We 
acknowledge folks with a friendly ñhello, how are you?ò  
But do we really care how they are?  We often carry this 
same casual superficial nature into our faith by rushing 
into and out of worship, hurrying through prayer time, and 
reading the Bible without taking the time to reflect on what 
we read.  Slowing down, paying attention and making 
ourselves available to the Holy Spirit is what Spiritual 
Disciplines are all about. 
 
How can God change us when we donôt slow down 
enough to listen to what God is saying?  There are many 
disciplines spoken about in scripture, yet scripture does 
not really tell us how to practice these disciplines.  The 
early Christians knew the disciplines and practiced them.  
These disciplines are often called ñclassicalò disciplines 
because they were central to the Christian experience.   
 
The purpose of the spiritual disciplines is to grow closer to 
God.  The disciplines are not laws to be obeyed.  To be 
legalistic about the disciplines is probably counter-
productive.  To practice the disciplines is to open yourself 
to the Holy Spiritôs leading in your life.  Join us on 
Tuesdays at noon to learn more about the spiritual 
disciplines.  
 
 See the article about Lay people in the church. PG. 2 
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ñFirst Christian Presbyterian Church seeks to grow in faith in Jesus Christ, share that faith with others,  

and serve people in need with Christian Compassion.ò  

 

 

   

 

 
Weekly Schedule    

Sundays 
       9:30 a.m.       Sunday School 
        10:45 a.m.     Worship 

Wednesdays 
        6:00 p.m.        Choir     

Thursdays 
       Noon              SIS meets  
        4:30 p.m.      Community Dinner 
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The Chalice-Presbytidings is 
published monthly to keep 
members and friends  
informed of the church and 
to report news about the 
First Christian-tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴΩǎ 
people and activities.  
 
Deadline for articles  is    
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 A Fresh Look at  
Pentecost  

 

Fifty days aftŜǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ 
on a day called Pentecost, the 

Christian church was born. Because Pentecost 
was a holiday celebrating the harvest (a bit like 
our Thanksgiving), the apostles and a large crowd 
had gathered to celebrate in Jerusalem.  
 
Many people had assembled near Peter and the 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ άCǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
ǿƛƴŘ Χ έ ό!Ŏǘǎ нΥн ŦŦΣ bw{±ύΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƻƴƎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƛǊŜ 
descended on everyone in the crowd.  
 
After the wind and fire descended, all sorts of 
languages, known and unknown, came out of the 
ŎǊƻǿŘΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǎǇƻƪŜ άŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŘŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ 
ǇƻǿŜǊέ όǾŜǊǎŜ ммύΦ bƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ [ǳƪŜ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ ά!ƭƭ 
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴΚΩέ όǾŜǊǎŜ мнύΦ  

 
The whole affair was 
mind-boggling and life-
changing. The Holy 
Spirit had come upon 
many people; they 
knew God was 
powerfully at work in 
their midst.  
 
On Pentecost many 
years ago, some 3,000 
people came to believe 
ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ 
today Christians 
remember this 
powerful event as the 
birthday of the church. 
Pentecost occurs on 
May 23 this year. 
 
 
 
  

Brown Bag 
Bible Studies 

 
Starting April 26th & 27th, 
Mark will be offering 
BBBS one or 2 days a 
week.  The days will vary 
but mostly they will be 
held on Monday, and 

Tuesday. 

To participate just bring your Bible, your lunch 
and come on down.  Monday will focus on Prayer 
scriptures and application, while Tuesday will 
focus on Spiritual Disciplines using the book 
"Celebration of Discipline" by Richard J. Foster.  

We will start at noon and end around 1 PM to 
allow for folks who have to work. 

 

 
 
I loaned a book 
out and donôt 
remember who 

borrowed it.  Itôs titled ñCelebration of 
Disciplineò and the author is named Foster.  
If you have it please give me a call.   
Thanks, Pastor Mark  

 

Office hours for Pastor Mark  
Sunday 9:00 AM to Noon, Monday, Tuesday.  
Wednesday 10:00 AM to 4:30 PM and Thursday 
Noon to 6:30 PM 

Please call to confirm Mark is in the office. 
 

The First Christian- Presbyterian Church of Pryor, 
Oklahoma. 
 301 NE 1st St. 
Pryor OK 74361 
Email- fcpcpryor@sbcglobal.net 
918-825-2396 (office)               
918-825-1624 Fax 
Pastor Mark Newman   
918-812-5492 (cell)         
918-341-5304 (Home) 
Email- fathermark46@hotmail.com 
On the web at:  www.fcpcpryor.org 

mailto:fathermark46@hotmail.com
http://www.fcpcpryor.org/
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Our Current Giving Opportunities 

Purpose: Reaching out to the local community, 
helping those in need.   

Please remember that all mission opportunities, are 
just that, opportunities for you to give to the 
Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
give to ALL special mission offerings or projects.    

 Pryor Ministry Center 

 2 Cents per Meal 

  ά{Ŝǿ aǳŎƘ [ƻǾŜέ vǳƛƭǘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ  

 Angel Food Project at SE Baptist Church 

 ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ άCŜŜŘ aȅ tŜƻǇƭŜέ 5ƛƴƴŜǊǎ 

 Pentecost Offering 

  May Focus: 
Pentecost 
Offering-PCUSA 
      Pentecost 
Sunday is an 
amazing, life-giving 
day in the 
community of faith. 
At Pentecost, we 
celebrate the 
coming of the Holy 
Spirit to transform 
all of creation. 
Through 
participation in the 
Pentecost Offering we bring the transforming love of 
DƻŘ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ 
in the lives of youth and young adults.  
What is the Pentecost Offering?  The Pentecost 
Offering supports our efforts to nurture the faith of 
Presbyterian young people.    The benefits can be 
seen all around us.  Congregations are trying new 
ways to minister with the children at risk in their 
communities.   General Assembly programs are 
advocating for children and providing leadership 
development opportunities for youth and young 
adults.  Since 1998, Presbyterians of all ages have 
raised over $5 million for these ministries that benefit 
ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ     

     40percent of the Pentecost Offering is kept by our 

congregation for use on behalf of children at risk in 
our own community.  

     10 percent of the 2010 Pentecost Offering will 

support General Assembly Child Advocacy ministries 

and 25 percent of the Offering supports General 

Assembly ministries with youth and the other 25 
percent supports Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) 
opportunities in 2010.   For more information on the 
ministries offered please check pcusa.org and look for 
Pentecost Offering updates on the new PC(USA) web 
site, set to be launched in summer 2010.      

 

Mission & Outreach Calendar 
Dear Church Members, 
 As a member of the Outreach ς Mission 
Ministry Team, I would like to remind our members 
that the Mission Opportunities offered each month, is 
Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘΧŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦ  hǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
intended to create a giving burden to our members 
and we do not expect our members to support every 
mission opportunity presented.  The 12-month 
schedule was prepared by our team so our members 
could choose and plan to support any or none of these 
special mission projects.  Again, our committee never 
intended for the Mission Opportunities to compete or 
take from the Community Dinners or the Building 
Fund Campaign.    ςTeri Hill 
 

   The Mission and Outreach Ministry has put 
together a  tentative schedule of mission giving and 
awareness projects for the year.    
   We will focus on one Mission or Outreach project 
per month and will alternate between DOC and 
PCUSA Standard Mission Giving projects.   What we 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ    
We will continue supporting the Angel Food Project 
for some of our members,  Pryor Ministry Center and 
the 2 Cents-a-aŜŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ΨŀŘƻǇǘΩ ŀ 
family, as well as .   This schedule will allow each of us 
to know what mission project is coming up 
throughout the year so each of us can plan 
accordingly.      
 

April:   Easter Offering ς DOC 
May:  Pentecost Offering- PCUSA, which 

{ǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ 
June:   ±.{ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ  Program 
July:   National Holiday, Support for Troops 
August:  Food & School Supply Drive 
September:   Domestic  Violence Awareness 
October:   Peacemaking Offering-PCUSA &  
  Breast Cancer Awareness 
November: Thanksgiving Offering-DOC 
December: Christmas Offering-DOC- Regional     
 
 

http://www.pcusa.org/pentecost/


Board Report 
Highlights from the April 

Meeting 
Mission and Outreach 
reported about inmates being 
released from Mayes County 
Jail and being sent to the 
church office for help.  Also a 

concern about the number of requests coming in for 
contributions.  The problem was discussed and 
referred back to the Committee.   
   Finance and Stewardship emphasized the 
importance of making our expenditures more 
economically.    
   Building and Grounds reported work days have 
been scheduled for April 17th and 24th. 
    Pastor Mark reports he is still leading 1 daytime 
study on a Bible Overview and preparing for 2 more 
daytime studies at noon.  He hosted the Presbytery 
Ministers NE Cluster Meeting, and is working on 
financing for the renovation project, attended a 
Ministerial Alliance meeting, a day long Regional 
Evangelism Retreat and accepted the position of 
Moderator for the Regional Evangelism Committee 
for 2011,  
     Also, we need to replace the AC in the church 
office at a cost of around $1,500.  
    The next board meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, May 12th at 7:00 p.m. (following choir) 
and the Ministry Team Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, May 5th at 5:30 p.m.   

Summary of Giving for month of  April 2010 
Deposits                   Morning  Ser.             
First Sunday                        7,962.16                
Second Sunday                       4,107.82              
Third Sunday             2.098.50 
Pie Auction                               3,893.51*       
Fourth Sunday_________   1,488.88____         
Total April                          $*19,550.87 
             

April YTD  Income Report (as of 04-25-2010) 
** 2010 YTD. Income                       $     45,144.66  

2010 YTD. Building Fund            $    35,677.28 
YTD Income as of 03-31-2010  $    80,821.94 

 

MarchΩs  Operating Expense & Income Report 
           YTD Income  as of 03-31-10        $    32,307.20  

  YTD Expenses  as of 03-31-10     $   34,711.69 
*Includes  Building Fund                         ** includes memorial savings  

PRAYER 

CONCERNS 

 Personal/Other:  Darrell 
Harrington,    Audrey Jane 

Hughes,  Esther Green, Stan & Sondra Olivier,  Nancy 
Davis-Gannon, Irene McClain & Kathy Mathis,   Don 
Topping,  Jane Ingram,  Harold Hirzel,  James Rice, Lee 
Kennicutt, Bill Mitchell, Carrie Troyer, Julie Turner,  
Austin Sharp, the family and friends of Wally 
Kennicutt and Jane Duff,   the people and country of 
Haiti, Chili, China and for all  those who have lost 
friends and loved ones. 
Groups that also need prayer:  Military Service Men 
& Women, NEATS, OASIS, Pryor Ministry Center, 
Thunderbird Academy Students, Our government and 
Leaders, First Christian-Presbyterian Church,   FCPW 
Women,  FCPM- aŜƴΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦ 
Chronic Illness/Shut-in: Jeanette & Kenneth Smith 
Sr.,  John Stone, Ellen Harvey,  Corey Brown, David 
Johnson, Dale Sadler, Leona Rose White,  Jesse & 
Cynthia Hickman, Bob & Diana Berkmeyer, Kim 
Kelley, Mildred Baker,  Warren Pryor,  Mattie Rogers, 
Margaret  Quiatto, Dorris Brown, Lavern Middleton, 
Tommy & Liz Benge,  Glen Winters,  John Mitchell,   
Chuck & Marguerite Morgan, Juanita Nash,  Dale 
Dunavant,  Todd Bethel, Pamela Bobb,  Hugh Carman, 
Rev. Pascual Espinosa, Kathey McCutchen, John 
Honeycutt, Ronnie Dillard, Leonard Dukes, Bobby 
Schmitt, Wanda Maples, and Naomi Lake.  Please  
remember these  and others who are ill or  home 
bound.   
 The Wider Church:  
It is important for us to remember that we are a 
connectional church.  Give thanks for the work and 
witnesses where our denominations live out their 
missions to serve our Lord Jesus Christ. 
NE Area Christian DOC Prayer list for May: 
Morrison Christian, Morrison-Roy Fleshman; Mounds 
Christian, Mounds-L.O.McNabb; Second Christian-
Muskogee- Herbert Byrd; First Christian; Nowata-Rob 
Crawford; Disciples Christian, Owasso-Leslie Dotson; 
Regional Camp & Conference program. 
 Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery Prayer list for May: 
St. John Church, Rufe; First Church, Chouteau; First 
Church, Hugo; Council Mtg, Bernsen Bldg. Tulsa; 
PCUSA Seminaries, Trinity Church, Bixby; Oka 
Achukma Church, Broken Bow; Dwight Mission; 
College Hill, Tulsa; local church staff and volunteers. 

'Remember to call the church office if a member 

of your family becomes ill or enters the hospital. 


